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	Haddock's Lament

It was never said in their strange relationship. It was never said, but always heard. Heard in the chaste hugs after an early morning battle; a shared plate of food and a warm fire at the end of the day; a strange looking rock in the shape of a dragon. Hiccup just wished he could have told him _how much_ he loved his father. Just once. _"I love you, Dad."_ He never did get to hear it come out of his mouth, his tone, his _smile_, as he had spoken the words so softly. So tenderly. So full of thoughtfulness and admiration. So many things, but those four words had never been exchanged. It was as if they had died on Stoick's lips as he'd let out his last breath. He never did get to tell Hiccup _how much_ he had loved him. A little chuckle in his voice as he'd pat his head and squeeze for a hug. Just once. _"I love you too, son."_


End file.
